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Apoorva Panidapu, a student from 
Nautilus Academy Homeschool in San 
Jose, California, was chosen by her RSI 
peers for the top honor—Rickoid of the 
Year—at the RSI. The award recognizes 
academic acumen, leadership, and 
personal demeanor, and is named for 
the late Admiral H.G. Rickover, father 
of the nuclear Navy and a founder of 
CEE.

Applications are being accepted 
to CEE’s 2023 RSI. The deadline 
to apply is December 2, 2022. 
RSI is offered cost-free for 
students competitively chosen for 
excellence in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM). Students are selected 
based on high school records, 
personal essays, standardized test 
scores, teacher recommendations, 
research experience, potential for 
leadership, and honors and awards 
in math and science. To date, 
over 3,000 high school students - 
representing every U.S. state and 
61 nations - have experienced RSI.   
Students may apply at www.cee.
org/apply-rsi. 
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CEE announces the award winners 
for oral and written presentations 
chosen from 92 participants by an 
eminent panel of judges at the 39th 
annual Research Science Institute (RSI) 
jointly sponsored at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT). Each of the 
award winners received $1,000 awards 
from Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
The top five written presentations were 
given by Shriya Bhat, Plano East Senior 
High School, Plano, Texas; Michelle Hua, 
Cranbrook Kingswood School, Bloomfield 
Hills, Michigan; Michael Huang, Phillips 
Academy (Andover, Massachusetts), 
Guangdong, China; Iliyas Noman, Sofia 
High School of Mathematics, Sofia, 
Bulgaria; and Patrick Wahlig, Falmouth 
High School, Falmouth, Maine. The top 
five oral presentations were given by  
Madeleine de Belloy de Saint Lienard, 
Lycee Francais de San Francisco, San 
Francisco, California; Shriya Bhat, Plano 
East Senior High School, Plano, Texas; 
AnAn Desimone, Windsor School, 
Boston, Massachusetts; Arvind Seshan, 
Fox Chapel Area High School, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; and Alex Wang, Syosset 
High School, Syosset, New York.

CEE has launched USA 
Biolympiad (USABO) Clubs as a 
catalyst for students to engage 
in biology experiences outside of 
the classroom with a network of 
resources. The Center will serve a 
new  important coordinating role, 
offering guidelines to organize a 
club, provide study resources,  and 
assist with connections to alumni. 

Manjot Nagyal is the new USABO 
Clubs Coordinator, who will 
work with Kathy Frame, Advisor 
& Consultant, USABO. Manjot 
graduated from Wellesley College 
with a BA in Biochemistry. She has 
worked on numerous data science 
and microbiology focused projects 
in both academia and the biotech 
industry. “I’m so excited to be part of 
this CEE endeavor, which will include 
a podcast focused on research by 
USABO alumni and others,” she 
noted.

CEE LAUNCHES USABO CLUBS

Save the Date! CEE�s Annual Holiday Party is on Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022, starting at 7 p.m. at Ms. D�s home in 
Oakton, Virginia. Alumni and friends of the Center typically fly in from all over the world and many stay overnight. 
RSVP online by Dec. 14, 2022. Contact Maite at (703) 448-9062 or maite@cee.org with any questions.

http://www.cee.org/apply-rsi
http://www.cee.org/apply-rsi
https://www.cee.org/programs/research-science-institute
https://www.cee.org/programs/usa-biolympiad
https://www.cee.org/programs/usa-biolympiad
https://www.cee.org/form/2022-alumni-holiday-party-rsvp
mailto:maite%40cee.org?subject=Holiday%20Party
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The 2022 CEE Index of Excellence in STEM Education 
is a measure of the effectiveness of educational 
preparation for the highest levels of academic 
competition.  Individual rankings in each of five STEM 
related Olympiad competitions (Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics, Informatics and Physics) are analyzed to 
generate averages and rankings by participating country.   
These results are in turn analyzed to generate overall 
Olympiad performance by country. The data confirms the 
domination of these events by the People’s Republic of 
China for the last 30 years, and also show the performance 
of Team USA improving, as evidenced by a third place 
ranking in both 2022 and 2021 (and second in 2020). This 
year, the Republic of Korea appears in second place, with 
students from the Russian Federation in fourth place. 
Places 5 through 10 were captured by Romania, Vietnam, 
Taiwan, Japan, Iran and Singapore. Further analysis could 
shed light on the trends in performance, with European 
countries being less competitive than in years past, and 
Asian countries rising to dominate the proceedings over 
the last few decades. The size of the country seems to 
matter less than the preparation their students receive.  

INDEX OF EXCELLENCE IN STEM EDUCATION
For example, Romania was able to place 5th with ¼ the 
population of Germany, who placed 12th. Notably, it 
was Germany’s best showing in 11 years, but a long cry 
from their performance in the 80s when they ranked 
number one in 1989, 1988 and 1982.  

An analysis of Team USA’s performance from 1993 to 
the present shows a steady improvement in average 
ranking, from approximately 6th to 2nd or 3rd place 
behind China in recent years. An increasing focus 
on STEM education in the U.S. is partly responsible.  
Increased competition in the global marketplace has 
driven students to distinguish themselves through 
excellence in academic competition.

As the most prestigious biology education and testing 
program for high school students, the USA Biology 
Olympiad (USABO) enriches the life science education 
of 11,000 talented students annually with twenty 
finalists invited to a two-week residential training 
program. Ultimately, four students are competitively 
chosen to represent the U.S. at the International 
Biology Olympiad (IBO), a worldwide competition 
involving student teams from over 60 countries. Every 
member of USA Biolympiad Team has medaled at the 
IBO since first competing in 2003. All four members of 
the Team USA in years 2004, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 
2012, 2013, 2015, and 2017 were awarded gold medals 
at the IBO. The data shows that CEE’s involvement 
in the USABO has resulted in superior results in the 
International Olympiad relative to U.S. competitors in 
other International Academic Olympiads. Since 2004, 
U.S. rankings at the IBO have averaged over three places 
better than U.S. competitors at other Olympiads.

Methodology

Analysis was performed on data from each of the following International 
Olympiads, judged to be those most representative of STEM subjects:
IBO – International Biology Olympiad (data from 1990-2021. Data from 
IBO was excluded from the rankings this year, as several countries 
chose not to send students due to COVID concerns.)
ICHO – International Chemistry Olympiad (data from 1968-present)
IMO – International Mathematics Olympiad (data from 1959-present)
IOI – International Olympiad in Informatics (data from 1989-present)
IPHO – International Physics Olympiad (data from 1967-present)

The results for each individual student competing for each country 
for each Olympiad were tabulated. CEE averaged the student ranks by 
country in each Olympiad to create country scores. This enabled CEE to 
rank the performance of national teams. The average ranking achieved 
by countries across Olympiads was generated by year, and then those 
results were ranked to create the final index.
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CEE congratulates the high school biology scholars 
who earned medals at the 2022 USABO National Finals 
held at Marymount University on its Arlington, Virginia 
campus from May 28 to June 9, 2022.  Gold Medalists 
are: Derek Chen, Belmont High School, Belmont, 
Massachusetts; Lawrence Long, BASIS Independent 
Silicon Valley, San Jose, California; Greycen Ren, 
Adlai E. Stevenson High School, Lincolnshire, Illinois; 
and Jason Wang, Marriotts Ridge High School, West 
Friendship, Maryland. Silver Medalists are: Sean Fei, 
Lexington High School, Lexington, Massachusetts; 
Amber Luo, Ward Melville High School, East Setauket, 
New York; Lawrence Ma, Ridge High School, Basking 
Ridge, New Jersey; and Julianne Wu, University High 
School, Irvine, California. Bronze Medalists are: Luke Z. 
Mo, duPont Manual High School, Louisville, Kentucky; 
Andrew Van Dusen, West Windsor-Plainsboro High 
School South, West Windsor, New Jersey; Richard 
Zhu, North Hollywood Senior High School, North 
Hollywood, California; and Richard Zhu, Peddie 
School, Hightstown, New Jersey. During the 10 days 
of the USABO National Finals, students participated 
cost-free in intensive theoretical and practical biology 
tutorials. All four 2022 gold medalists were invited to 
Capitol Hill for Team USA Recognition Day on July 26, 
2022, where they met with U.S. Senator Jacky Rosen, 
Nevada, and lunched with U.S. Representative Neal 
Dunn, Florida, who are both CEE Honorary Trustees. 
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In September CEE partnered with the Claude 
Moore Charitable Foundation (CMCF) at an event 
in Richmond, Virginia  focused on healthcare 
careers. Travis Williams, Teacher Enrichment 
Program (TEP) Manager, and Roxanna Stefanascu, 
PhD, STEM Lyceums Manager, conducted an 
informative breakout session on CEE’s resources 
for students and teachers. 

TEP is hosting virtual events this fall for rural and urban 
teachers in seven states. TEP continues to provide 
unique STEM opportunities for high school teachers 
to take back to their classrooms. Recordings of 
presentations for teachers are catalogued on YouTube. 
All TEP resources and professional development events 
are cost-free to participants. To date, more than 4,000 
teachers from over 1,400 schools have participated. 
The program has reached nearly 600,000 underserved 
rural and urban students for them to consider STEM 
careers. For more information, visit www.cee.org/
programs/teacher-enrichment-program.

This fall students are exploring zoology, biomedical 
engineering, aerospace, and data science and 
cybersecurity as part of CEE’s new STEM Lyceums 
program which consists of monthly virtual meetings 
to engage high school students in discussion and 
exploration of STEM concepts and career pathways.
The sessions are provided at no cost to schools or 
students. Meetings foster critical thinking skills, 
encourage excitement for science, and prepare 
students to enter careers. CEE’s STEM Lyceums 
partners include Virginia Bio, United Negro College 
Fund, and Urban League of Hampton Roads. For more, 
visit www.cee.org/programs/stem-lyceums.                     

2022 USABO MEDALISTS

2022 USA Biolympiad Team

http://www.cee.org/programs/teacher-enrichment-program
http://www.cee.org/programs/teacher-enrichment-program
http://www.cee.org/programs/stem-lyceums


CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION • FALL 2022

THANK YOU CEE DONORS!
January 1, 2022 to October 6, 2022 

Building Futures 
Foundation
Dana Caulder, Ph.D.
Mr. Mel Chaskin

Ms. Kathy Sherman
Drs. Lora and Howard 
Weiss

Dr. William Fithian 
and Ms. Kari K. Lee
Mr. Scott A. Schaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas 
P. Shell

Dr. Ashish Goel and 
Ms. Ruchi Goyal
Integra Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. 
Thirumaleshwara P. 
Kanchana

Corning Incorporated 
Foundation
Mr. David and Lorna J. 
Gladstone, Ph.D.
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Dr. Robert Desimone 
and Ms. Chen Gong
FirstEnergy 
Foundation
Hologic

Infineon Technologies 
Foundation
Inovalon Inc
Janssen 
Pharmaceuticals

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Kane
Novocure
TE Connectivity
Toyota Motor 

Manufacturing West 
Virginia
Dr. and Mrs. Mark 
Wang

DONORS $5,000 - $9,999

DONORS $2,500 - $4,999

DONORS $100,000 AND ABOVE
Mr. Sam and  Mrs. Cindy Leung • Claude Moore Charitable Foundation • RTI International 

• Virginia Department of Higher Education

DONORS $50,000 AND $99,999
Citadel Securities • Lockheed Martin Corporation • Nick Nash and Phalgun Raju Foundation 

• Singapore Ministry of Education

DONORS $25,000 - $49,999 Akamai Technologies • Arconic • D.E. Shaw & Co., L.P. • James C. Ellenbogen, Ph.D. • Equitrans Midstream 
• Zachary Frankel, Ph.D. • Drs. Tom Leighton and Bonnie Berger • RBC Foundation USA 

• Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. • Spark Therapeutics, Inc. • Steve Strong, Ph.D. 
• Tata Consultancy Services • TC Energy Foundation • Dr. and Mrs. Nathan Waldman

DONORS $10,000 - $24,999
Ahearn Family Donor 
Advised Fund
Amgen Foundation
Ashbury College
Association for 
the Promotion of 
Especially Gifted 
Children
The Black Horse 
Foundation Inc.
Mr. Andrew H. 

Chatham
Sts. Cyril & 
Methodius 
International 
Foundation
D.E. Shaw Research, 
LLC
Department of 
Tourism, Culture, 
Industry and 
Innovation - Canada

Edward T. Bedford 
Foundation
Fundació Catalunya-La 
Pedrera
Ross A. Grossman, Ph.D.
Hariri Foundation
Noreen Hynes, M.D., 
M.P.H.
Laboratory Charitable 
Foundation
Mr. Shishir S. Mehrotra

Misk Foundation
Nazarbayev 
Intellectual School 
of Physics & 
Mathematics
Nordson 
Corporation
Mr. Ryan G. Orley
PrincetoNow 
Education Svcs., Inc

Procter & Gamble 
Company
The Honorable 
Clarine Nardi Riddle
Thagard Foundation
The Adani Group
V&S Charitable Trust
Vulcan Materials 
Company

Drs. Stephen Wolfram 
and Elise Cawley
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THANK YOU CEE DONORS!
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DONORS $1,000 - $2,499 
Drs. Veera and Swathi 
Anantha
Anonymous
Mr. William R. Becklean
Mr. Peter L. Beebee
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Brodecki
Dr. and Mrs. Chia-Ming 
Chen
Mr. Mark and Dr. Laurie 
Churchill
Mr. and Mrs. Lou 
DeBergalis
Drs. Steven and Sylvia Fein
Mr. Thomas Z. Feng
Doug Himberger, Ph.D.
Drs. Peng Jiang and Julie 
Wang
Mr. Michael Kim
Mrs. Diana Knickrehm
Dr. and Mrs. Jong K. Lee
Professor Wensheng V. Liu 
and Ms. Tiana Zhang
Mr. and Ms. Jingan Liu
Michael and Lori Milken 
Family Foundation
Mr. and Dr. Raghu Moorthy
Jason Nielsen, Ph.D.
Perrigo Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ram Rao
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald I. 
Rosen
Mr. David Schairer
Jay Sengupta, M.D.
Ms. Kejia Sun
Matthew Thrasher, Ph.D.
Nina Vasan, M.D., M.B.A
Mr. Yong Wang and Ms. 
Xiang Li
Mr. David B. Wood and 
Dr. Nancy Judge
Mr. Alexander Wu
Mr. and Mrs. Bintoro 
Yuwono
Drs. Boris and Emma 
Zbarsky
Dr. Jin Zhang and Dr. Eileen 
H. You
Mr. Todd Y. Zhou
Dr. Fang Zhu and Ms. Qian 
Zou

DONORS $500-$999
Ms. Christina L. Adams
Kay Aull, Ph.D.
Mr. Alok Bhushan
Dr. and Mrs. Philemon 
D. Chang
Mr. Guoguang Chen 
and Ms. Mei Ji
Drs. Robert and 
Terry R. Finkelstein
Mr. Joshua He and 
Ms. Zhinuin Xue
Ms. Jennifer H. Hou
Lukasz Kaiser, Ph.D.
Joyce F. Liu, M.D., 
M.P.H.
Mr. Yang Ma and 
Mrs. Shaojun Chen
Benjamin B. Mathews, 
Ph.D.
Mr. Kumaraswamy 
Mudide and 
Ms. Soujanya Dongari
Mr. and Mrs. Dattatri 
Nagaraj
Mr. Andrew T. 
Natenshon
The Honorable Thomas 
R. Pickering
Mr. and Mrs. 
Annaswamy 
Ravichandran
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. 
Shellenbarger
Mr. and Mrs. John F. 
Simon
Mr. James Tao and 
Mrs. Jane Chi
Mr. Nicholas Van Dusen 
and Ms. Chijui Liao
Mr. and Ms. Xiangdong 
Yu
Yan X. Zhang, Ph.D.

DONORS $250-$499
Drs. Sanjeev and Malini 
Ahuja
Amazon.Com, Inc.
Meghana A. Bhatt, 
Ph.D.
Brinker International
Emmanuel Chang, M.D., 
Ph.D.
Melissa Chen, M.D.

Drs. Jim Dunphy 
and Qing Dai
Ms. Noa Glaser
Mr. Gang Gu and 
Dr. Wenxin Liu
Ms. Anvita Gupta
Daniel Kim, Ph.D.
Mr. and Ms. Ravi 
Naknaware
Mr. and Mrs. Yogesh 
Patel
Mr. Dan Perkins
Mr. Alexander P. 
Power
Mr. Yuan Qiu
Professors Joseph and 
Nell Sedransk
Dr. Ilya Baran and 
Dr. Anna Sher
Dr. and Mrs. 
Hengming Tai
Dr. Win Travassos
Mr. Dewei Tsao and 
Dr. Vivian Lu
Mrs. Lisa Walsh
Mr. Yun Xiao and 
Ms. Lin Jin
Dr. Bing Zhang and 
Ms. Chaohui Huang
Mr. De X. Zheng and 
Ms. Hongzhi Zhang

DONORS $100-$249
Mr. Krishna and 
Dr. Shubha Bhat
Alice M. Chen, M.D.
Mr. Dong Chen and 
Ms. Jin Cheng
Mr. Jeff Chen and 
Ms. Kathy Gong
Shamik Das, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Alexis de 
Belloy
Dr. Weiquan Dong 
and Ms. Qian Zhang
Ms. Eve P. Egelhof
Dr. and Mrs. Mario P. 
Fiori
Mr. Steven Gouletas
Mr. Anthony V. Grebe
Dr. Sushovan Guha 
and Dr. Sarmistha 
Majumdar

- Admiral H.G. Rickover

Drs. Jennifer E. 
Hoffman and 
Daniel T. Larson
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald 
Horowitz
Dr. Jing Hua and 
Ms. Juan Qian
Mr. Jieneng Huang 
and Ms. Hui Wang
Ms. Sophie Janaskie
Janice Jin-Hwang, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. William 
Kominers
Nathan T. La Porte, 
Ph.D.
Mr. Simon Lam
Drs. Daniel Larson 
and Jennifer Hoffman
Mr. Gregory S. Lauer
Ms. Ruth Lavine
Dr. and Mrs. Ding-Hwa 
Lei
Margaret Lin, M.D.
Caroline S. Lo, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Ashesh 
Mehta
Mr. Jianzhong Nie
Drs. Sangjin and 
Margaret Oh
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
J. Peeples
Molly S. Peeples, Ph.D.
Mr. Alan E. Peng
Mr. and Dr. Xiaozhong 
Qiu
Ryan Radecki, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Sebastian 
SebaRaj
Drs. R. Todd and 
Catherine Snowden
Mr. Charles and 
Dr. Lucy Stone
Laura Stubbs, Ph.D.
Carey Tanner, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
Philip Thomas
Mr. Joseph Turian
Mr. Xiaohai Wang 
and Ms. Yin Tan
Linda B. Westrick, 
Ph.D.
Mr. Hong Xu and 
Ms. Xiaoyun Wang
Dr. Hao Xu and 
Ms. Lin Jiang

Mr. William Xue 
and Dr. Min Zhong
Jingkun Yang, M.D.
Mr. Dimitar Yankov
Ms. Anne Z. Ye
Oliver L. Yeh, M.D.
Ms. Julia Zhu

DONORS Up To $99
Dr. Basim Abussaud 
and Ms. Maram Aljishi
Ms. Anjali Balakrishna
Ms. Barbara Banashek
Howard H. Chen, Ph.D.
Dr. and Mrs. Adarsh 
Deepak
Mr. Luke Hansen
Mr. and Mrs.  Anand 
Iyer
Mr. Nishant Jain
Mr. Byoungwook Jung
Aaron S. Kesselheim, 
M.D., J.D., M.P.H.
Drs. Sarma and Prabha 
Kunda
Ms. Katherine Ky
Dr. Joo Eun Lee
Mr. Larry K. Lee
Ms. Vicky Li
Ms. Gabrielle Liu
Dr. and Mrs. Sham B. 
Navathe
Oded T. Padon, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Stacy 
Pearce
Ms. Joyce 
Rechtschaffen
Daniel Roy, Ph.D.
Dr. & Mr. Arnold 
Schaffer
Ms. Sonia Smith
Andrew Y. Tan, Ph.D.
The Giving Block
Peter Tian, Ph.D.
Mr. Shane Treadway
Alice Tzeng, Ph.D.
Mr. Brien L. Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Doug 
Yakubek
Ms. Diana Ye
Mr. Alexander Zhu
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TEACHER ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

                         2021 USA Biolympiad Team

The Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO) 
honored the 2021 USA Biolympiad Team at its June 
2022 International BIO Convention in San Diego. The 
2021 USABO National Finals gold medalists honored by 
BIO are: Derek Chen, Belmont High School, Belmont, 
Massachusetts; Judson Lam, Naperville North High 
School, Naperville, Illinois; Greycen Ren, Adlai E. 
Stevenson High School, Lincolnshire, Illinois, and 
Albert Zhang, North Hollywood Senior High School, 
North Hollywood, California. This is a most prestigious 
honor for CEE, USABO, and all teachers and students 
who participated in USABO. BIO is the world’s 
largest advocacy association representing member 
companies, state biotechnology groups, academic 
and research institutions, and related organizations 
across the United States and in 30+ countries.

Emily E. Riehl, PhD (RSI ’01) 
Professor, Mathematics 
at The Johns Hopkins 
University, was named 
a 2022 Simons Fellow in 
Mathematics. She earned 
her AB in Mathematics 
from Harvard University, 
a Certificate in Advanced 

Study in Mathematics from the University of 
Cambridge, UK, and an MA and PhD in Mathematics 
from the University of Chicago. The Simons Fellows 
program provides funds for up to a semester-long 
research leave from classroom teaching.

RICKOID AWARDED SIMONS FELLOWSHIP 

CEE’s 2022 Annual Fund campaign to support the 
Center’s vital STEM programs will conclude on 
December 31. The alumni and parent committees 
each seek to raise $325,000. Thank you to the 2022 
Alumni and Parent Committees for volunteering time 
and expertise to advance CEE. Alumni Committee 
members are: Matthew Thrasher (RSI ’98) (Chair), 
Jason Koh (RSI ’85), Rich Simon (RSI ’86), John 
Quisel (RSI ’88), Jed Macosko (RSI ’89), Rageshree 
Ramachandran (RSI ’90), Evan M. Schwartz (RSI ’00), 
Nina Vasan (RSI ’01), Ryan Orley (RSI ’05), Caroline S. 
Lo (RSI ’07), and William Ellsworth (USABO ’17 & RSI 
’18). CEE’s Parents Committee (CPC) is also leading 
the outreach campaign. CPC members are: Doug 
Himberger, PhD, CEE Trustee and CPC Chair (Chair),  
Jaime & Jerry  Horowitz (RSI ’87), Tina and Howard 
Kesselheim (RSI ’91, ’94), Susan Wildstrom (RSI 
’97), Roger and Marianne Pellegrini (RSI ’11), Marli 
Pasternak (RSI ’12), Sushovan Guha (USABO ’14, ’15), 
Angela Fu (RSI ’17), John Liu and Catherine Lu (RSI 
’18), Yvonne Li (USABO ’18, ’19), Judy Rosman and 
Michael Vogelbaum, MD (RSI ’18), Peng Jiang, PhD 
and Julie Wang (RSI ’19), Sarah and Pete Meindl (RSI 
’19), Dr. Fang Zhu (RSI ’19), Jin Cheng (RSI ’19), Doug 
Shell and Wendy Cheng-Shell (RSI ’21), Elizabeth 
Pan (USABO ’21), Vidya and Anand Iyer (USABO ’21), 
Jennifer and John Wahlig (RSI ’21, ’22), Steven Zhu, 
(USABO ’20, ’22), Annie Yan Chen (USABO ’21, ’22), 
and Nicholas and Chijui Liao Van Dusen (USABO ’22).

As a 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit organization, 
donations to CEE are tax-deductible. Make a gift to 
CEE by visiting www.cee.org/donate. Checks may be 
mailed to the Center’s address: Center for Excellence 
in Education, 7918 Jones Branch Drive, Suite 700, 
McLean, VA 22102. Every gift assists the Center to 
keep RSI, USABO, TEP, and STEM Lyceums  cost-free 
to participants. The Center is a GuideStar Platinum 
charity and has the top rating from GreatNonprofits.

2022 ANNUAL FUND CAMPAIGN BIO HONORS USA BIOLYMPIAD TEAM 

http://www.cee.org/donate
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Deepak Ayyagari, PhD (RSI ’88) is 
Principal at PwC. He earned a B.E. at the 
National Institute of Engineering, 
Mysore, India, and an MS and PhD in 

Electrical Engineering at the University of Maryland. 

Ava Chen (RSI ’12) is a PhD student at 
Columbia University working on robotic 
hands and stroke rehabilitation. She 
earned a BS from MIT and an MS from 

Columbia University, both in Mechanical 
Engineering.

Joline Fan, MD (RSI ’04) is Clinical 
Instructor in Epilepsy and Research 
Fellow at University of California, San 
Francisco. She earned a BSE in Chemical 

Engineering with a Certificate in Engineering Biology 
from Princeton University, an MS in Bioengineering 
from Stanford University, and an MD from the 
University of California. 

Ben Jiahe Gu, MD (RSI ’11) is a 
Neurosurgery Resident at the University 
of Pennsylvania. He earned a BS and an 
MS in Biochemistry, Biophysics and 

Molecular Biology from Yale University. He earned 
an MD from Perelman School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania.

Annabel Imbrie-Moore, PhD (RSI ’11) is 
Associate / Patent Agent at Schox Patent 
Group. She earned an SB in Biomedical 
Engineering from Harvard University 
and a PhD in Mechanical Engineering – 

Biomechanics from Stanford University.  

Mohamed Faisal Kassir (RSI ’12) is an 
MD/PhD student at Medical University 
of South Carolina. He earned a BS in 
Biology and studied pre-med at 
American University of Beirut.

 
Stefan Kathman, PhD (RSI ’04) is 
Scientist, Early Discovery at Vividion 
Therapeutics. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree at Harvard in Chemistry and a 

PhD in Chemistry at Northwestern University. 

Jean Lee, PhD (RSI ’98) is a Senior Economist 
at The World Bank. She earned an AB in 
Physics, MS in Economics, and PhD in 
Economics, all from Harvard University.

Dennis Mendoza (RSI ’12) is AI Tech Lead at 
Doble Cinco. He earned a bachelor's degree 
in Mechatronics Engineering from 
Universidad Nacional Universidad Nacional 

Autónoma de México and an MS in Computer Science 
from Instituto de Investigaciones en Matemáticas 
Aplicadas y en Sistemas.

Eric R. Nielsen, PhD (RSI ’02) is Principal 
Economist, Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System. He earned an AB in 
Economics from Harvard and an MA and  

PhD in Economics from the University of Chicago. 

Vivek Sahota, JD (RSI ’86) is Senior Project 
Manager, Electronic Trading at Wells Fargo 
Securities. He earned a BA in Mathematics 
from the University of Chicago, an MBA in 

Finance from The University of Chicago Booth School of 
Business, and a JD from Fordham University School of 
Law. 
                 

Jeremy Veenstra-VanderWeele, MD (RSI 
’91) is Susanne Crosby Murphy Professor of 
Developmental Neuropsychiatry and 
Director of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

at Columbia University and New York State Psychiatric 
Institute. He earned a BA in Psychology at Harvard 
University and an MD at The University of Chicago 
Pritzker School of Medicine.
              

James Whittle, PhD, JD (RSI ’98) is of 
counsel at Mintz and an intellectual patent 
attorney. He earned an AB in Chemistry at 
Harvard University, a PhD in Biology at MIT, 

and a JD at The George Washington University Law 
School.  

David K. Yang (USABO ’15) is Founding 
Investor and Head of Ops at 8VC NewCo. 
He earned an AB, Joint Concentration in 
Computer Science and Chemical & Physical 
Biology, from Harvard University. 

CEE ALUMNI ACCOLADES
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Jimmy Carter, U.S. President
U.S. Senator Jacky Rosen, Nevada
U.S. Senator Todd Young, Indiana
U.S. Representative Neal Dunn, Florida
U.S. Representative Scott Peters, California    
Her Excellency Bahia El Hariri                                            
Member of Parliament, Lebanon                                                                                          
President, Hariri Foundation 

Mr. Mel Chaskin, Chairman                                               
President & CEO, Vanguard Research, Inc. 
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CEE's Annual Rickoid Holiday Party is always a great fun 
evening to enjoy camaraderie of old and new friends, with 
lots and lots of turkey, ham, linguini, and Italian desserts.  This 
year the party is on Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022,  starting at 7 p.m.  
at Ms. D’s home located at 11740 Quay Road, Oakton, Virginia 

22124. Alumni and friends of 
the Center typically fly in from 
all over the world and many stay 
overnight. RSVP online by Dec. 
14, 2022.  Contact Maite at (703) 
448-9062 or maite@cee.org 
with any questions.

The Center for Excellence in Education, a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
charitable non-profit, was founded in 1983 by the late Admiral 
H.G. Rickover and Joann P. DiGennaro, President of the Center. 
The Center’s mission is to nurture high school and university 
scholars to careers of excellence and leadership in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), and to 
encourage collaboration between and among scientific and 
technological leaders in the global community. CEE sponsors 
Research Science Institute (RSI), USA Biolympiad (USABO), 
Teacher Enrichment Program (TEP), and STEM Lyceums. CEE 
provides these programs cost-free to participants.
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