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2017-2018 Alumni Campaign 

 

Campaign Update 

To date, 182 alumni have made gifts totaling more than $106,000 in support of the Alumni 
Campaign to ensure the longevity of the Center for Excellence in Education—and its life-
changing science, technology, engineering and mathematics programs—through its endowment.   

With your support, the Center will continue the work of RSI and USABO to challenge students 
and assist them on a long-term basis to become STEM leaders of the 21st century without 
charging a fee for participation. 

Donor Profile 

Dear CEE Alumni: 

Carrie and I are happy to endow a Rickoid Scholar who expresses 
interest in Neuroscience to honor my father and her grandfather. 
We are happy to donate because of what RSI has meant to me and 
its potential broader role in our society.  We share a strong belief in 
advancing STEM and making it possible for talented students to 
have the experience to attend RSI. We know that our donation will 
represent another step towards securing the opportunities for 
future Rickoids. 

My experiences at RSI sparked my interest in basic science, which 
has resulted in me becoming a physician-scientist striving to develop new treatments for 
children born with heart defects. Being a Rickoid has helped me develop resiliency as a result of 
being surrounded by talented students rising to the challenges of interesting projects and 
bouncing back from the feedback of an exacting mentor. These experiences helped prepare me 
to overcome the demands that arise both in the clinical and scientific arenas. 

We think that the role of cost-free merit based programs is very important the current 
challenges in society. We believe that all children should have the opportunity to develop their 



talents regardless of their family’s socioeconomic status. As such, programs such as RSI 
represent a vital avenue for children with STEM talent to blossom. 

To help maintain the nature of a program that is important to our community, it is essential 
that we show our support by donating. One important criterion, that non-alumni donors use to 
determine if they are going to support a cause, is how passionate the alumni of a program like 
RSI are about their experience. The easiest metric that non-alumni donors use to judge alumni 
support for a program is looking at what percentage of alumni donate. In other words, your 
donation to RSI at whatever level is comfortable can be leveraged into outside donations by 
increasing the alumni donation percentages.  

We hope that you will join us in supporting CEE!  It is vitally important to seek and support the 
STEM talent that will be the future leaders in the global community.   

Sincerely, 

Dr. Vishal Nigam, RSI '89, and Ms. Carrie Rhodes-Nigam 

 

Department of Defense/CEE Internship Applications due 

CEE invites RSI and USABO undergraduate and graduate students to apply for 2018 DoD/CEE 
Summer Internship. Work with leading Army, Navy, and Air Force scientists at DoD Labs 
nationwide and the opportunity to conduct research in fields such as Deep Learning, Antibody-
Mediated Pathogen Protection, Biomolecular Interaction of Engineered Nanomaterials, and 
Imaging Improved Injury Prediction Modeling. Stipend, lodging, and transportation will be paid 
by DoD (Stipend and lodging vary based on the DoD rate). 

Alumni will be selected by scientists to conduct research projects in their respective career field.  

Please contact Maite Ballestero (maite@cee.org) by November 27, 2017. 

Alumni Events 

• December 16, 2017:  Annual Holiday Party at Ms. D.’s, Oakton, VA 7:00 p.m. 
• Spring, 2018: CEE Annual Congressional Luncheon, date TBD 
• October 12 – 14, 2018: CEE 35th Anniversary Gala and Weekend Events in Cambridge, 

MA 

Important Dates 

• USABO Registration opened October 2 and closes January 16, 2018 
• RSI Registration opened November 8 and closes January 12, 2018 



Opinion 

• Dropping the Ball on Geek Power by Joann DiGennaro can be found here 

CEE News  

• Health in High Ability Students webinar video is located here 
• New CEE Video, “You Make Friends for Life” located here 
• The University of California, San Diego (UCSD) will host CEE’s USA Biology 

Olympiad (USABO) beginning 2018. Pam R. Taub, MD, FACC, (RSI ’93), Associate 
Professor of Medicine at the University of California, San Diego (UCSD), helped secure 
the new home of USABO National Finals at UCSD.  More… 

• Flashback Friday Videos: Where It Began…RSI 1984 
• Three RSI ‘16 alums were recently named 2017 Davidson Fellows and awarded 

scholarships, and a USABO alum is a Fulbright Scholar.  More… 
• 2017 Alumni & Program Event Highlights  (Photos) 
• CEE will kick off its 35th Anniversary weekend celebration in Cambridge, MA on 

October 12, 2018.  More… 
• Throwback Thursday  (Photos) 
• Campaign Kickoff FAQs  More… 

 

 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/dropping-ball-geek-power-joann-digennaro/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3mAvT5hLG4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ox206a98Fmk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.cee.org/sites/default/files/fundraising/campaignNews.10.26.17.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTLs5Mjbs48
https://www.cee.org/sites/default/files/fundraising/campaignNews.10.19.17.pdf
https://www.cee.org/sites/default/files/fundraising/Alumni_Program_Event_Highlights.pdf
https://www.cee.org/sites/default/files/fundraising/campaignNews.10.12.17.pdf
https://www.cee.org/sites/default/files/fundraising/alumni_campaignNews9.28.17.pdf
https://www.cee.org/sites/default/files/fundraising/FAQs.alumniCampaign.pdf

